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Philatelic tips
and tricks

Elective Title — Computer Tips and
Tricks for Stamp and Cancel ID,
Measurement, and Rate Charting
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Stamp-related

questions we
hear all the

time...

I’ve inherited my Grandfather’s collection

I found this on eBay - BTW...

Morte on this later!
Are these stamps worth anything?
Is this real — or fake?
I wonder if this might be an early date cancel
Is this a scarce variety?

How does this cover rate out?



Here are
some

examples:

Found this in

the old box...

“Looks like a Type 1a...”

Easy peasey.



“Looks like a Type 1a...”

Color; Heavy Toga Button; “Tic Mark”

Attributes

easy to see:

“Good. Scott 500... Sold!”




Turning
Something
into Nothing?

Could it be real?




Pan Am
4¢ Invert!

Scott 2964

Ahh! I see...

Special printing and not regularly issued

Gum on the majority of stamps without
"Specimen" overprint was disturbed

2017 Scott Specialized: $85,000.00
Sale no. 1180 — Lot no. 298 — 2018-04-11
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No! Look again!
This onel

Wait 2 minute... [t’s USED!

Does it even exist?

Let’s look at the catalog]
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“Specimens... Back section of catalog
Not a “Used” stamp
Specimen” often “erased” to mimic unused stamp

Genuine Specimen Fake Specimen

\l_:os TAGE

VR CENTS 2
hr e

Zacept As Noted

COLUMBIAN ISSUE

Handstamped in
Dull Purple

-Spec‘-m %

lue
Double m/e rpnn\

30¢ orange brown
50¢ slate blue

verprinted in Magent

Type
F  1c deep blue

F green

F 4c ultramarine
S 5¢ chocolate
F urple

; 10¢ black brown
Overprinted Type H in Black or Red
n 2c violet (Bk)

c ultramarine (R)
ocolate (F)
‘ vsrp;cin:;‘de Ly;;el in Black or Red
“IT IS NOT SCOTT 296a, RATHER IT IS A PREVIOUSLY i e
HINGED SCOTT 296Sa, WITH THE "SPECIMEN" LIGHTENED, g HoTOStamPed Type Ejffurole
A SMALL SEALED TEAR AT UPPER LEFT, AN ADDED 5 BE ¢
PERFORATION AT BOTTOM, AND REPERFORATED AT TOP? e
PAN-AMERICAN ISSUE
1901
2948 E 1c green & black 235.
2958 E: 2c carmine 235,
2968 E 4c chocolate & black 235.
& Center inverted 11,500.
2978 E 5c ultramarine & black 235.
2985 8c brown violet & black 235.
2998 E  10c yellow brown & black 235.

3

# SPECIMEN STAMPS 951
18971903
2798 E 90.
fross E 2 light red, typs V. 0.
279BjS E 2c Booklet pane of 8, light >
e vud type IV (BK) ;gg
f lever hinged
Handstamped in Dull Purple e e e P
Never hinged 1,500.
a. As No, 2798;S, inverted overprint on
all stamps. 12,500.
b. As No. 279BiS, inverted overprint an
one stamg 12,500.
&. As No. 27QEISEHDUD\E impression of 5%
overprint on bottom two stamps 3
Type E 2808 E 4c ros 160.
1880-93 2818 E Sc dark blue 80,
2198 E 1c dull blue 150, 2828 E lake B8O.
2208 E 2c carmine 150, 282CS E 10c brown, type | 80.
2218 E 3¢ purple 150. 2838 E 10c brown, type i 500.
2228 E 4c dark brown 150, 2848 E 15¢ olive green 80.
2238 E 5o chocolate 150.
2245 E 6o dull red 150, Special Printing
20D B il 12 In March 1900 one pane of 100 stamps of each of
S B ke 20, | Nos. 279, 2798, 268, 280-282, 272, 262C, 284 and
2285 E  30c black 150 | 215278 were specialy nanuslamped type E “Speci-
2295 E  90c orange 175. | men” in black for displays at the Paris Exposition

{1500 and Pan Amencan Expositon (1501) The 26
pane was light red, type IV.

These examples were handstamped by H. G.
Mandel and mounted by him in separate displays for
the two Expositions. Examples from the panes in addi-
tion to those displayed were handstamped “Speci-
men,” but most were destroyed after the Expositions
Examples of all issues that were handstamped are

own

Additional stamps, not from the mounted display
panes, do exist with a black “Specimen’ handstamp,
but it is believed Mandel applied such handstamps 1o
reqularly issued stamps from his personal collection.
These include Nos. 267, 267a and 2798 in pale red.

TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ISSUE

Type F
1898
2855 E 1o dark yellow green 850,
2898 F 8¢ violet brown 1,200,
-
ot
Overprinted in
Dull Purple
2858 E 1c dark yellow green 250,
868 E per red 250,
205 £ 4 oringe 250
2885 £ 5S¢ dull blue 250,
2895 £ 8c wiolet brown 250.
2005 E  10c gray violet 250,
1S E 50c sage green 550.
S E $1 black 800.
E  $2 orange brown 950.
PAN-AMERICAN ISSUE
1901
S E  ic green & black 235.
3955 E 2 Garmine 25,
S E 4c chocolate & black 235.
a. Center inverted 11,500.
2078 E 5c ultramarine & black 235,
2988 E: brown violet & black 235,
209§ E  10¢ yellow brown & black 235.
1902
3008 E 1c blue green 160,
3018 E 2c carmine 150.
3028 E 3c bright violet 150.
3038 E 4c brown 150.
5043 E 5 blae 150,
3058 E laret 150.
065 E 8¢ vIDIE( black 150.
3078 E 10c pale red browr 150.
3088 E 13 purp\e Biack 150.
3098 £ 15¢ olive green 150.
3103 E 50 orangs 120,
3118 E $1 black 300.
3128 E $2 dark blue 400.
3138 E S5 dark green 600.
1903
3198 E 2¢c carmine 10,
LOUISIANA PURCHASE ISSUE
1904
3238 E 1c green 350,
3248 E 2c carmine 350,
3258 E 3c violet
3268 E Sc dark blue 350,
3278 E

10¢ red brown 350.



Took it to -

StampSHOW

2017
Richmond

Dealer Friends said it looks “Good!”
USSS Friends said it looks “Good!”

Expertiser Friend said it looks “Good!”

Get it Certified. ..




Good News!

No._ 01335533 8/24/2017

(TR

Professional Stamp Experts
P.O. Box 6170, Newport Beach, CA 92658

gradingmatters.com

Expert Committee

We have examined the enclosed item submitted to PSE, of which
an image is shown below, and are of the opinion that:

Cat No. Issue Denom. Color

Scott 296a 1901 4c Dp rd br & blk
USA

“it is genuine used, with a short corner perf at the bottom right.”

For The Expert Committee

AND IS NOT VALID WITHOUT

Ding! Ding! Ding!



Gum Side:
Genuine 296 Fake “Patient”

If 1t’s too
good to be

true...

Red flags... We see a scrape on the vignette.

It probably is!

Why is it taking so long? (The owner is...)
“This 1s a Serious stamp!”
We need to test it with the VSC-6000

After four months and probably six reviews:




Bad News!

IT IS NOT SCOTT 296a, RATHER, IT IS A
SCOTT 296, WITH ORIGINAL VIGNETTE
REMOVED, THEN FRAUDULENTLY
PLACED BACK TO SIMULATE A 4¢ PAN
AMERICAN INVERT.

)

The Philatelic Foundation

New York, NY 10016
EXPERT COMMITTEE

208

We hava“E é)gamined the enclosed item, of which a
photograph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[

Cat. No. Issue "~ Denom. Color

No. 547855
22 East 35th Street » 4th Floor 02/12/2018

296a 1901, 4¢ " ~deep red brown & black
Scott’s unless otherwise specified. ¥ Nioy, i
USED, CENTER INVERTED. . Tos- COun,
AND WE ARE OF THE OPINION THATE/ -

IT IS NOT SCOTT 296a, RATHER, IT IS A SCOTT NO. 296" WITH ORIGINAL
VIGNETTE REMOVED, THEN FRAUDULENTLY PLACED BACK TO SIMULATE A
4¢ PAN AMERICAN INVERT; THE STAMP ITSELF WITH ADDITIONAL SCRAPES
AND FAULTS, * * %% %%+ +

2

BARBRID

~_For The Expert Committee
>6 i _?;Sﬁairman

Submitted by ' ROBERT G. RUFE

WARNING!

B R () B B B S B D S S B S S S B (D S S S B B B S B S B (D S S S S S S S S B (D S S BB BIeiais

JEEt s P )

&



Could we

have saved
some time

and money?

-
=

RetroReveal.org

Results depend on image quality

For the studious:
http://retroreveal.org/glossary#HSL

VSC-6000 oftfers alternate lighting modes
Be optimistic, but diligent!




@

NOTIGE T0 EXPRESS AGEHT'.

Corry s a COMMORN POINT |a@i¢\m = H °
. Agents billing from points on other fines _points on other lines can bill: ECT kﬁorrwen though there isno :
. office of such company at Corry, for under nefp ~45_191] this is pers - ] O s x ; a O l I t t 1 S
~mitted. Agents billing from foreign companies ¥ combination .
H Bt il >

~ of rates in effect at time shipment is made.
listed in their transfer tariffs, but ‘in_each

'LOWEST rab Kg{the one to be uaed on tl
o _wﬁeghcr or not>

skhk kins. Dry Skunk akms need not be'boxed O n e O n e B [ ]
?oﬂerlﬁca!‘ ey

tion bn of this. This classification is
ported to your Superintendent of
?nd see that weight billed is not

Missing a stamp?

- EXPORTERS OF

FURS and emsinja‘ “ : ! What’s the date?

Name of

&JShipper Only KA

No details on address side




Turning
Nothing

1nto

Something. ..

“I found this on eBay” - BTW...
“Ask the Seller a Question™
1. Wil he take “Buy It Now?
2. Character analysis
3. Knowledgeable?
You just paid for your week, next year!
I wonder if this might be an early date?

Research, research, research!



I really can’t decipher
the cancel.

Seller says it looks like 1918,
confirmed by “another bidder.”




Blow it upl.

If it 1s possibly 1913,
it would be a First Day Cover.
Photoshop high contrast — no help.




What’s this?

Look Mote
Closely —
at the
Whole

NOTICE TO EXPRESS AC
‘Corry is a COMMON POINT Iq
. Agents billing from points on other lines can’
_ office of such company at Corry, for under n
“mitted.” Agents billing: from foreign companies > . S E
- of rates in effect at time shipment is made. Fly Vg basing points
listed in their transfer tariffs, but ‘in each s fme 240 L% g int giving the
LOWEST rab "4 the one to be used on t P o : S of the fact:
i ecdoletsatudiat ‘
- -whether or nut es to the ongmatmg comp -
. basic 3
- corrt

This classﬁcahon is
ported to your Superintendent of
g and see that weight billed is not -

Tag!

Another cancel!




Try: RetroReveal.org

Ao
o
..
A
A

Bt
He et
e L0t

th O s
A g *-:?:,“

Promising. ..

Results depend on image quality

Excellent screening tool

Take it to the VSC-6000




Bingo!

.

1915 FIDE and new: BT

Now resides in a good friend’s exhibit.
Worth a trip to the NPM!

- ® ®
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Use a Bidding Service:

. “Play by the rules!”
Online o
> D Convenience
ShOp p lﬁg 3 Discipline

Competitive Advantage

I use “AuctionSniper.com”

e B y AdV1C€ Lo, https:/ /www.auctionsniper.com/register.aspx

Also — “E-Snipe”.



Some Tips on Excel:

Computer Tlp S, Paper Cutouts
. Crop to Shape
TfleS aﬂd Lock Aspect Ratio
Sh()l’tcuts ‘Print Screen’ Captures
Rate Charting
Measuring

Cautions



Paper Cutouts...

Old T@ChﬂOlogy Use a Scissors!

Class Exercise ...



Markovits D iS covervy: Take a Favorite Stamp Variety

© “On Special Paper” Variety

* 2017 Scott: Not Listed ($450 *)
* 2016 Durland: $2,000

* 2018 Hebert PNS: $1,000

Z E smsem

* Measurably Different from Sheet

ot S A, '-'v--;vvvvu-o-:uu-.-u-ionsuévvvbvouvu-»u....o..u..--..;'- ....... _‘ Stamps On Regular Paper




Old “Techﬂology” Scott E13LotoneB y
Paper Cutouts

Print the Image

Cut Out One as a Template

Compare the rest

If All are the Same;
Probably Not the Rarity
But — Maybe SBP!




Classroom Exercise...

From this, Cutout this -

' u‘ﬁrﬂ-n-nn ;
.ﬂ'

| .
] '!n‘-l"-n'.iﬂlf:.( . AT 5 = .
| -1 B ‘hgr-a!'ir‘.t;l

{ L - - Bl R Es srar |

. e - B - 'unnnﬂlf:-t |

b s

T 2




New TCChﬁOlOgY Scott E13LotoneB y
“Crop to Shape”

‘Print Screen’ Captures

Lock Aspect Ratio

Crop out a Mint Single

Transparency for Perfs

Crop to Shape

Measurement Comparisons

o m :r ' J%wm
hmetias g

/ FIFTEEN CENTS 1Y/

Cautions



Paper Cutouts...

(1) Americon 1 x (3 20L-News. x \(NewTab x m - 8 X
% a

T, rint Screen

[0 spiloginzol x | [3 spiloginscl x (G AOLMaIE: X (o eBayOrder x ) US=499F N x (5 Chackour S X (2 waynegenn X ([ WaynaGene X (@ waynegen x ([ WAGSamp X

C ) [ @ Secure | https:/snwiebay.com/it

B Myesyseing D) Supeithon [ Welsrogo B Paypal

5 apps [ (@ AOLcom-News s

$89.99
+5200 Sbids +57.00

Froo shipping Obids Free shipping

3 5 -
S22 1c,Dive useq. wicert. 504279, 1c. reen. Min: US.#58Mnt-2cCamineon  A419191420CENTPERF 12 S, #069Mnt- 1909 2c Lincoln #4991 1917 2¢ AEF BOOKLET °
Blush Paper (520) 1SSUE MINT-OGILH-VF/XE on Blush Paper (5140) PANE OF 30 TYPE | WITH PSA
$3.99 $8.00 $165.00 $8.00 $13,500.00 O ‘ T Sp ‘ ‘ a I O

3bids +$4.00

US #499f MH VF block of 6 from AEF booklet pane of 30 -
Shop with confidence

e | et ]_'Op to Shape

Soldfor US $758.00

From 547 for 12 months ™
Seller information
worldwidephiiatelicsandcollectibl.
(21428 %)
100% Positve feedback

@9 Join eBay Bucks and sarn % back on this ftem. ssece

Shipping: &5 FAST'NFREE Q Save this Seller
On or before Mon. Jun. 25 10 19707 Contact seler
wa - Visitstore

- | From eB Yy last week:

From 47 for 12 e, Meimum purch3ss recuired

's: 30 day retums. Buyer pays forretur shipping | see detais

: Did not use an agent.
-Made an offer
(Start at 60%)

§ Have one tosell?  Sell now

@ usasor .




Let’s compare images!

1. Patient from eB y

2. Known sheet stamp
3. Certified 4991 :

r =
ornes 2 M2
A Z g
= 2 2 P
“ - 3 al
- 3 T oes Tl T




Covers & Postal History

How to Check for Proper Rating

100 W-Rock~ )
S

“From

Hecla Poultry Farms, Inc.
BELLEFONTE,
Centre County, Pennsylvania

POSTMASTER: If undelivered treat in
accordance with provisions of Section 808,
P. L. and R.

Special Handling !
" DON'T SMOTHER
DON’T THROW
DON'T TURN OVER
DON'T SET IN DRAFT

Notice to Customers

|
FEED and WATER at ence upon
arrival.. Have temperature be-
tween 95 and 100 degrees. Feed 1
LUKEWARM water and butter-
milkk Chick Mash.

Due Sen
M. O. Fee

TOTAL §.

April 10

TO
Raymond C Tuthill
Jamesport N Y

COUNTY OF Suffolk

ZONE NUMBER 3

Computer
Charting
dor
Reference

Tables



Covers & Postal History

Old Technology:

How to Check for Proper Rating

“Look 1t up!”
2 Postal Rate Guides, and,
U S Domestlc - The “Bible” of Postal Rates
Postal Rates, 1872-1 993
| ‘and :Xﬂ}:;:;y swwl:“eemc,hmezw,cz o Bellefonte, PA to Jamesport, NY

é

New York
o

Easton
E)

Lell
€l
€l



Use Distance Calculating Website:

GEOBYTES IP LOCATION APIS

AJAX AUTOCOMPLETE LIST
CITIES JSON-P API

CITY MOVING CALCULATOR

GEOPHRASE & GEOFLAG

GED TAGS & HEADERS

‘GEOREMOTE

GEODIRECTION

‘GEOLYZER

GEONETMAP

‘GEOIF

‘GEOREPORT

GEOWORLDMAP

GETCITY DETAILS

‘GET NEARBY CITIES API

LAMP SOLUTION

STORAGE COST CALCULATOR

MESSAGE KEYS

VIP ACC|

WHEREAM |

FAQ

CITY DISTANCE TOOL IPADDRESS LOCATOR SIMPLE SOLUTIONS

Distance Calculator - Find the Distance
Between Cities

City Distance, is the "direct by air” distance between cities. It is also
known as the “as crow flies” distance, and is calculated using the

“great circle distance” method using the city's ICBM co 5

(longitude and latitude). This Distance calculator provides both the
by air, and by road distance between cities in both miles and kms,
along with a map and driving directions — please scroll down to see
it, and a little further for the city to city driving directions.

[ AdChoices

Driving Distance
Route Planner

AdChoices

Origin

Please enter the first few characters of your origin city and
then select your city from the drop-down list.

Bellefonte, PA, United State

Destinati

Please enter Wpur destination city in the same

did for your orin city.
Jamespor
Jamesport. NY, United States
Jamesport, MO, United States

New Technology:

Postal Zones - City Distances:
http:/ /geobytes.com/ citydistancetool/

Jamesport, N, United State

F Listance betwe

By Air Distance

This is the "by air", "as the crow flies" distance between the
two cities. For the "by road distance" please scroll down to
the map and directions below.

Distance in miles 269.9

Destination — 270 Miles = Zone 3



Use Customized Rate Tables! New Technology:

Table 3. Parcel Post Rates Effective as of October 1, 1932 to March 25, 1944.

10 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone <2 Lbs. Set U.p yout OWT1l...
15 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone >2 Lbs. Fractional Cents Round Up. . :
20 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone ~ >10 Lbs. Customlz ed Ratlng Table S

Weight Local Zonel Zone2 Zone3 Zoned4 ZoneS Zone 6 Zone7 Zone$§

Go to Excel Demonstration. ..

This example is for Parcel Post with Special Handling. ..
See Charts in Excel Demo.



References

and
Resources

Robert G. Rufe
President
BRANDYWINE VALLEY STAMP CLUB

119 Meriden Drive
Hockessin, DE 19707-1703

302.998.9298

RRUFE1@aol.com
ebayID: roofertoo

. WEBSITE:
SpecialHandling.weebly.com

SPECIAL HANDLING: QEI-4 WANTED: Covers, Dry Printings
APS #80017 « USSS #B15298 « CCNY #7556 « PAPHS #72

Philatelic tips and tricks

Retro Reveal:  http://retroreveal.org/

AuctionSniper.com:
https:/ /www.auctionsniper.com/ register.aspx

City Distances:
http://geobytes.com/citydistancetool/

This Presentation:

SpecitalHandling.weebly.com



