
Philatelic tips 
and tricks

Elective Title – Computer Tips and 
Tricks for Stamp and Cancel ID, 
Measurement, and Rate Charting



Stamp-related 
questions we 
hear all the 

time…

• I’ve inherited my Grandfather’s collection

• I found this on eBay  - BTW…

• More on this later!

• Are these stamps worth anything?

• Is this real – or fake?

• I wonder if  this might be an early date cancel

• Is this a scarce variety?

• How does this cover rate out?



Here are 
some 

examples:

Found this in 
the old box…

“Looks like a Type 1a…”

Easy peasey. 



Attributes 
easy to see:

“Looks like a Type 1a…”
Color; Heavy Toga Button; “Tic Mark”

“Good.   Scott 500…  Sold!”



Turning 
Something

into Nothing?

Could it be real?



Pan Am
4¢ Invert!
Scott 296a

Ahh! I see…
• Special printing and not regularly issued

• Gum on the majority of  stamps without 
"Specimen" overprint was disturbed 

• 2017 Scott Specialized: $85,000.00

• Sale no. 1180 — Lot no. 298 — 2018-04-11



No! Look again!
This one!

Wait a minute… It’s USED!
Does it even exist?

Let’s look at the catalog!



• “Specimens…  Back section of  catalog

• Not a “Used” stamp

• Specimen” often “erased” to mimic unused stamp

• Genuine Specimen           Fake Specimen

“IT IS NOT SCOTT 296a, RATHER IT IS A PREVIOUSLY 
HINGED SCOTT 296Sa, WITH THE "SPECIMEN" LIGHTENED, 

A SMALL SEALED TEAR AT UPPER LEFT, AN ADDED 
PERFORATION AT BOTTOM, AND REPERFORATED AT TOP.”



Took it to -

StampSHOW
2017

Richmond
• Dealer Friends said it looks “Good!”

• USSS Friends said it looks “Good!”

• Expertiser Friend said it looks “Good!”

• Get it Certified…



Good News!  

Ding! Ding! Ding!



If  it’s too 
good to be 

true…

It probably is!
• Red flags… We see a scrape on the vignette.

• Why is it taking so long? (The owner is…)

• “This is a Serious stamp!”

• We need to test it with the VSC-6000

• After four months and probably six reviews:

Gum Side:
Genuine 296            Fake “Patient”



Bad News!

WARNING!

IT IS NOT SCOTT 296a, RATHER, IT IS A 
SCOTT 296, WITH ORIGINAL VIGNETTE 

REMOVED, THEN FRAUDULENTLY 
PLACED BACK TO SIMULATE A 4¢ PAN 

AMERICAN INVERT.  



Could we 
have saved 
some time 

and money?

Try: RetroReveal.org

• Results depend on image quality

• For the studious:  
http://retroreveal.org/glossary#HSL

• VSC-6000 offers alternate lighting modes

• Be optimistic, but diligent!



How about this 
one on eBay?

Missing a stamp?

What’s the date?

No details on address side



Turning 
Nothing

into 
Something…

• “I found this on eBay”  - BTW…

• “Ask the Seller a Question”

• 1. Will he take “Buy It Now?  

• 2. Character analysis

• 3. Knowledgeable?

• You just paid for your week, next year!

• I wonder if  this might be an early date?

• Research, research, research!



Seller says it looks like 1918, 
confirmed by “another bidder.”  

I really can’t decipher 
the cancel.



If  it is possibly 1913,
it would be a First Day Cover.

Photoshop high contrast – no help.  

Blow it up!.



Look More 
Closely –

at the 
Whole 
Tag!

What’s this?

Another cancel!



Promising…

Try: RetroReveal.org

• Results depend on image quality

• Excellent screening tool

• Take it to the VSC-6000  



“1913!” FDC and new EDU.
Now resides in a good friend’s exhibit.

Worth a trip to the NPM!

Bingo!



Online 
Shopping? 

eBay Advice… 

Use a Bidding Service:

• “Play by the rules!”

• Why?
• Convenience

• Discipline

• Competitive Advantage

• I use “AuctionSniper.com”
https://www.auctionsniper.com/register.aspx

• Also – “E-Snipe”



Computer Tips, 
Tricks and 
Shortcuts

Some Tips on Excel:

• Paper Cutouts

• Crop to Shape

• Lock Aspect Ratio

• ‘Print Screen’ Captures

• Rate Charting

• Measuring

• Cautions



Old Technology

Class Exercise …

Paper Cutouts…

Use a Scissors!



Take a Favorite Stamp Variety

• “On Special Paper” Variety

• 2017 Scott: Not Listed ($450 *)

• 2016 Durland: $2,000

• 2018 Hebert PNS: $1,000

• Measurably Different from Sheet 
Stamps on Regular Paper

Markovits Discovery:



Scott E13 Lot on eBay

• Print the Image

• Cut Out One as a Template

• Compare the rest

• If  All are the Same:

• Probably Not the Rarity

• But – Maybe SBP!

Old “Technology”
Paper Cutouts



Classroom Exercise…From this,      Cutout this -



Scott E13 Lot on eBay
• ‘Print Screen’ Captures

• Lock Aspect Ratio

• Crop out a Mint Single

• Transparency for Perfs

• Crop to Shape

• Measurement Comparisons

• Cautions

New Technology
“Crop to Shape”



. From eBay last week:

Did not use an agent.

Made an offer 

(Start at 60%)

Paper Cutouts…

• Print Screen

• Lock Aspect Ratio

• Crop to Shape



.

Let’s compare images!

1. Patient from eBay
2. Known sheet stamp

3. Certified 499f



Computer 
Charting

for 
Reference 

Tables

Covers & Postal History

How to Check for Proper Rating



Old Technology:
“Look it up!”

Postal Rate Guides, and,
The “Bible” of  Postal Rates

Bellefonte, PA to Jamesport, NY 

Covers & Postal History

How to Check for Proper Rating



New Technology:

Postal Zones - City Distances:
http://geobytes.com/citydistancetool/

Use Distance Calculating Website:

Destination – 270 Miles = Zone 3 



New Technology:

Set up your own…
Customized Rating Tables

Go to Excel Demonstration…

Use Customized Rate Tables!

  Table 3. Parcel Post Rates Effective as of October 1, 1932 to March 25, 1944.

 10 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone ≤2 Lbs.
 15 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone >2 Lbs. Fractional Cents Round Up.
 20 Cent Special Handling Fee - Postal Rates by Weight & Zone >10 Lbs.

Weight Local Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5 Zone 6 Zone 7 Zone 8

This example is for Parcel Post with Special Handling…
See Charts in Excel Demo.



References 
and 

Resources • Retro Reveal: http://retroreveal.org/

• AuctionSniper.com:

https://www.auctionsniper.com/register.aspx

• City Distances:
http://geobytes.com/citydistancetool/

• This Presentation:

SpecialHandling.weebly.com
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