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2020 EDITION SPECIAL FEATURE

1928 Era “Special” Booklet Paper Variety Stamps

Now listed in the Scott catalogue
Robert G. Rufe

THE STAMPS: There are eleven populoar ULS. issues,
specifically Scott Nos. 563, 564, 566, 567, 568, 563, C11,
E13, QE1, QEZ and QE3, with well dorumented paper
woneties that are relatively unknown to the general
collector. These same paper vaneties, however, have long
been included in most exhabits of the senes in which they
appear — the Fourth Bureoan definitive seres, the Beacon
Air Mail, and U.5. Special Delivery and Special Handling
issues. The newly listed stamps within these pages will
corry the following numbers: 563b, 564b, 5660, 567h.,
568a, 569a, Cllb, El13a, QElb, QEZb, QE3b.

INTRODUCTION: Eleven vorieties ol welllnown U_S.
stomps are added to this yeor's ediion to recogmeze
their production for a limited period in 1928 on " Speciol™
Booklet Paper. This "Special” paoper consisted of leftover
fiat sheets of paper rom stocks specibied, purchosed
and intended for booklet pane production by the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing {(BEP). The newty-listed
wonehes are readily identithable, ond many collectors
have recogmzed these stamps and added them to ther
collections since first reported by Hugh M. Southgote in
1940.

After the last pont man of booklet panes on the flat
plate press (the Lindbergh booklet pane, Scott C10a),
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the BEP had sigmaticont remoining imventory of “Special™
Boolklet Poper. These romnont booklet poper stocks were
redirected to ordinary sheet stamp production on Hlat plate
presses. All subsequent booklet pone production wos

on rotary presses. The Clla booklet stamps ware last ot
press on Apnl 10, 1928, and the brst sheet stomps to uhlize
“Bpecial” Booklet Paper. the new Special Handling serice
stamps, Lirst went to press on June 22, 1928,

BACEGROUND: Why the “Specal” Paper? Sheet
stamps were printed on paper whose normal grain
orientotion was vertical, meaning that alter stamps
wure printed on moistened paper, the designs had o
tendency to shnnk honzontally as the paper dried. Stamp
paper shrinks approximately four imes more across the
grain than with the grain, meaning that sheet stamps
producing booklet panes, the BEP ordered “Special” Paper
with the grain running horzontally, to assure greater

BATIONALE FOR LISTING: Dehmitive stiomps winch
have been printed AND ssued in both sheet stomp and
booklet formats have traditionally carmed major and
minor catalog oumbers, respectively. Howewver, sheet
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Figqure 1. Horizonlal dimension comparison of “Special” Booklel Paper (top) vs. reqular erientofion paper {boliom). These are the three Fourth Burean

"ardinary” siomps in verfical larmal, 563h, 564k and S66a.
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Figure 1. The three harizsalnl fermol shomps are luraed 307 ke consisles] comparizen with imeges ia Figere | [o iz orsslobion, the “Speciol” Booklel Paper
varsefies (upper hlocks) are agoin wider thos |be regular poper slomps (Jewer blecks). [a (heir convealisnal berizsalal sriealolion, “Special” Boaklel Paper
variefies ol lese three horimotol lsrmol slasps are very slighily narrower thas (bsir correspoading sheel slamps.

etomps printed on " Speciol” Booklet Paper buat NOT
izsued g booklets hawe not previously been listed. The
newly listed paper vareties are recognizably different
from their shest stamp counterparts, and the identification
guidelines which follow will highlight the differences.

HISTOHRICAL DEVELOFMENT: The BEP had gone o
gresat lengths to irmprose centering of moges on bookdet
pane stamps by specifying paper propeies that would
contral shrinkage of central design images. Their soluticn
was lo print booklet stomps on paper with the grain
orientation tumed 307 to control shrinkoge, improve
centering, and keep booklels in registration o= they werne
interleaved, covered, bound stoapled and trimemed.

The BEP demonstrated s egality by veing remmsam
prper when flol press sheet supplics were no longes
required for booklels as booklet production waos
transitioned to the rotary press. Somewhat analogous
o Coll Waste issues, these eleven sheol stamps were
prodoced om "Booklet Rempont” paper stocks as a
cost and resource sovimye megsure. Sinee (e " Special”
Booklet Paper varetics were nod discovened wntil alsout
ten years after their production, most of these stomps
were s for routine postal purposes. Southgate did not
repart on the Special Hondling issee ot all, nod realizing
the entire un of these npew depomination printings in 1928
wis on "apeckal” Booklet Poper, having been completed
before the dotes he was given

IDENTIFICATION: With care and a bit of practice,

identifiration k= straightforsord. Mony collectons wee
inexpensive templates to overlay a known stamp on
the candidate. First, cne must b sure (o begin with the
proper stamp. In all cases these will be flot plate press,
perd 1] stamps — no rolary press issues, and mothing with
peri. 104! Plate: blocks are typically shown in technical
presentations becmise they make for the simpleat
introduetion. The differeness in shrinkoge senoes teo of
three stomps e wsually dromeatice.

Three of the eleven stomps, the Fourth Bureau Mos.
5E63b, 564b and 566a “ardinaries,” are identified in the
same manner that Washington-Fronklin sheet stomps
are geporobed rom booklet pone stamps, Le., the booklet
stampe are slightly wider ond shortes then the sheet stampes
fosr wertieol formreo s in this sedes oo shown in Flepore 1.

The Fourth Bureau horizontal formot stamps, Noa,
S67h, 6Ba and 56%a, are identified similarly, but in the
perpendicular odentation, Le., these are slightly nomowes
and taller than their shest stamp counterpant=. Pigure 2.

The remaining five special issue stamps, or “Bock-
of-the-Book”™ isaues, Nos. Cl1b, E12a, QELL, QE2b and
QE3b, are all harizontal formot stampe normally printed
an paper with the grain ninning verically, so that they ane
the easiesl to identify — the vertical design shrinkage on
"Special” Booklet Paoper with a horzontal grain direction is
minimal compsared to papes in the normal ofentation, but
the horzontal differeno: in widih is striking. Floure 3.

Oine elementary “low-tech”™ obaservation moay help with
identification. In o humid envisonmesnt, stompe will shrink
and curl across the grain, allowing confirmation of the
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Figure 1 Horeonial dimension comparionn af “Special” Beslde| Paper (C11L
lop; E130 bulbess) va. regubar sheel slomp paper. Thess are jusi bes of the
bive Special Servite "Beck-si-1be-Book ™ slamps in besizenla] lormal. Al the
l'!:IISp:-] Haniling siomps, Hes. JEIb, EZh and JEIb were prisied so
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reported by Gory Griffith, these are:
563 (133%), 564b (1435), 566a (3%), 567 (Not Reporied),
36Ba (12%), H69a (15%),
C1lk (Mot Reported), E12a (5%), QELL (100%:), QEZh
{1007, QE3bL (100%:).

Flote numbers ore halpiul, but not definitive. “Special”
Figure 4. Plain waler sgrayed wilk an ulemicer oo lo e reverse side ol o Booklet Paper printings wene limited to certain known

ussd QEZh Grst bk illustrotes dramalic shrinkage ocross the plate mumbers, but all these plates were alao weed for
h-mﬂwm normeal sheet stomps: Tokle 1

direction of the paper grain. The horizontal groin direcion . While identification i= stroightiorword, care must be
of Sperial Hordling stomps wos one ey in determinineg exercized in the evaluation of multiples for the Fourlh
that all the 1928 stormps were on "Special” Booklet Poper.  Buneou issues, sincs margin gops chonged with the

Figure 4. introduction of star plates; some issues will have both 2.5
mim and 3.0 mm. gaps beteesn stomps horbontally within
CHALIFHNGE FACTOR: “Special” Boolklst Paper the some sheet
stampa are scareer then thelr regulor peper counterpaoarts. The Beacon Air Mail, No. C1 1b, may present the onlby
Southgate reported the actuol prodection of stamps significant challengs for study, sinee maony plote pumbers
oft " Special” paper om BEP printing records, ond ag were used on "Epecial” Booklst Poper for both the red
o pereenioge of tolal stomps printed for ecsch seee oz frame and hlue vignetie passes. Becordingly, mony
Table 1. “Special” Bookdst Poper - Plate Numbers ot Press from BEF Records
Scoit Bo. Desoen. Plorde Bombers omd Nobes
559k lig IP617T, 17618, l?ﬁlﬂ.l?ﬂﬂﬂ-.ﬁﬂnﬂ:m_ﬂnﬂgﬂmgins
Shak 13 LEel, 1ESEr 1892, lﬂlﬂ-.ﬁﬂﬂiﬁb_ﬂgﬂnmﬂ:gimmdm:
S66n 15¢ 17430, Er431, 17432, 17433 - All wide gowge: morgin, 5-point slar plofes
Shib Mg 1B67E, 1B6F3, LBE74, 18675, 18683, 1BEEY - Wide gouge, slar plajes
5680 e 140EE, 14063, 14064, |A065 -Aﬂmmwim
569 e 17adE, 17447, 1446, 17449 - All Hidﬂ'lﬂﬂ'ﬂ ml:l:l'lii.l:ﬂ\.. o sl
Clib o Bed (Frome) No=. 185711959630 Blue (Vigonetie) Hos. 135457159615
Elda 15 IBEES, 16834, 16835, 1663
QElL L0s 19553, 19554, 19455, 19550
LDELL L5 19557, 19558, 19558, 15560
b e 19541, 19542, 19543, 15544

Tuhls |. Stamps and pgals onmbers which consemed (ke remnnnl investory ol “Speciol” Boeklel Poper.
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combinations of numbers are possible, and detennining
the ecarcity or rarily of specilic nombers ond combination
of pumbsers hoas ol been attermpled.

For the Speciol Hondling izsues, these lstings fnally
allow collectors to dentify and propecly cotaloo e
production issoe al the BEP All printings aiter 1928 until
-1 955 were on reguilor sheel stamps paper with vertiool
grain (Hos. GEL, QEZ & QE3); the 1955 printings wers
an "experinvental” printing on an eotirely different, low-
moi=siure conlent, “dry” paper [Mos. QEla, QE2a & JE3al.

o By atocks wene soughl nos e espected bo esiet Thee
vaneties will be lound remdomby comong these elewen =mumes
in dealers” and collectors” holdings, and in some cooes, in
specinbete” exhibite. As a comrment respoarding scancity, the lobe
Boben Markosits, a Special Delivery specialist, reposied his
eehibsit copyof a, mow E1 30 phate block fo b vaioges. Wihils
thiz Special Feature article wos heing written, a ssoond He,
E13a plote block wos repored omd oauthentieoted. My mentos
on thiz subject, the late Wallaee B. Cleland, shared with me
tht hee husd only ewer found two plote number singles of the
Ho. El13a. In 15 years of searching, | have yet o loogte o
Lo rerrcyin plote block of either Mo, 567 or 565 The 11¢
Hoyes, Ho, 563, seema io be the most readily found, perhops
Iecmuesss it 12 e lowest denomination of the ondinary stomgs
on ' Special” Booklet Popers.

Traditicnally, pricing for phote blocks of the Fourth
Buremes and the No. C11b Beaoon Alr Mail on ™ Special ™

Booklet Poper hoee been double the base price of the

sheet stomp, ranging up 1o e times for the Special
Delivery No. E130. Supply and demomd will bring about
chorges in these initial valuing estinertes as morked
forces prompt collectors to exomine their stompe for these
vareties and catalog presence stimulates inteneat in this
brorinati sl
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